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INTRODUCTION 
 
This teacher’s manual is designed to help you teach the lessons in the Medieval 
History­Based Writing Lessons, Student Book. The student book contains the actual 
lessons. As they move through medieval world history themes, the lessons 
incrementally introduce and review most of the models of structure and elements of 
style found in the Institute for Excellence in Writing’s Teaching Writing: Structure 
and Style. Instructions are directed to the student, but teachers should read them 
with their students and help as necessary, especially with outlining and 
brainstorming. This teacher’s manual will help you do this, but it is assumed that 
teachers have attended IEW’s basic seminar, either live or via DVD, and own the 
seminar workbook. Before each new unit, it would be helpful for the teacher to 
review the appropriate information in that workbook. 
 
STUDENT BOOK (SB) COMPONENTS 

1. The Lesson Pages: This is the majority of the text. It contains the 
instructions, source texts, worksheets, and checklists needed for each 
lesson.  

2. Vocabulary Cards: This section begins on page 201. Students will be 
instructed to cut out one set of cards each lesson. They are to punch a hole 
in the top right corner of each and place them on a metal book ring for easy 
reference. The students will be expected to include some vocabulary words 
in each composition they write. They will also be quizzed over the words 
periodically.  

 
 

THE TEACHER’S MANUAL (TM) 

This manual contains instructions for the teacher with helps such as sample whiteboards, 
answers to worksheets and quizzes, and review game ideas. It also contains the  
vocabulary quizzes (pages 93–103). 
 
*The Teacher’s Manual does not contain the student pages that contain the lessons; 
therefore, teachers who are working with a group of students will need their own copy of 
the Student Book.   
 
 
THE STUDENT RESOURCE NOTEBOOK (SRN) 

A complimentary download of the SRN is at www.excellenceinwriting.com/srn. It 
contains lists of quality words to help with elements of style, worksheets to help 
with using the IEW decorations, grammar rules, transition words and phrases, 
handy symbols & abbreviations for note taking, and proofreading marks. It is a 
helpful reference tool for students and teachers. While it is not mandatory for 
teaching the lessons in this book, some of the lessons do suggest its use, particularly 
for the word lists and grammar rules. If you do not wish to print out the entire SRN, 
page 3 of the student book lists the suggested pages. 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SUMMARIZING REFERENCES: Charlemagne 

LESSON 6  
TOPIC SENTENCES AND CLINCHERS 

 

Note: If you are teaching a class that meets weekly, complete Section III next week 
with Lesson 7. This week, Level A would do only Section I; Level B would do I and II. 
Pages 41–43: When explaining topic sentences and clinchers, it may be helpful to 
provide a sample paragraph with a clear topic sentence and clincher. You may use 
the following paragraph for this purpose. Write it on the white board and let 
students tell you which words are repeated or reflected in the first and last 
sentences. Box them to show that they should be highlighted.  
 
     Charles Martel, whose name means Charles the Hammer, ruled the Franks from 
719 to 741. He is most famous for his persistent determination. He won the throne 
despite many enemies attempting to stop him—even throwing him in jail. While he 
was ruler, Islamic armies conquered Spain and planned to take France as well. But 
Charles defeated the invading armies and repeatedly attacked them. Thus, he was 
given the title by which he is remembered: Charles the Hammer. 

 
Note that the highlighted words not only repeat or reflect the same ideas, but the 
ideas they convey tell what the paragraph is about—the topic of the paragraph.  
Have students repeat this topic‐clincher rule:  
 

The topic sentence and the clincher must repeat or reflect 2–3 key words. These 
words must tell the topic of the paragraph. 

 
Page 43: SAMPLE OUTLINE 

I. Charlemagne, conqueror 
1. name, “Charles the Great” 

2. inherited, kingdom, Franks (Fr + pt Germany) 

3. kind, relig, + ruthless warrior 
4. wanted, expand, emp, Christianity 

5. “rule by sword & cross” 

6. 30 yrs, wars by 800, most W. Eur  
7. largest, since, Anc Ro 

         Clincher: conqueror, called, “Father of Eur” 
Notice that many facts in the original source text had to be omitted from the outline. 
The idea of this unit is to summarize by choosing what is most important or most 
interesting in supporting the topic of the paragraph. Help students choose notes that 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support the topic. Since the topic of this paragraph is to be Charlemagne as a 
conqueror, students should look for ideas that best support this and ignore the rest.  
Note: The fact that Charlemagne is one of the most famous rulers of the Middle Ages 
should be saved for the introduction (Lesson 7). 
The information about the poem that tells of him being ambushed certainly does not 
support the idea that he was a conqueror.   
Notice also that, in this case, the topic sentence idea did not come from the source 
text. Students must create a topic sentence. In class, begin writing the first few 
sentences of the paragraph. Help students form topic sentences that clearly 
communicate the topic of the paragraph (Charlemagne the conqueror).   
 
Pages 44–47 
Section II is for Level B students only. In a Level B class, if students are ready, let 
them outline with a partner. Walk around and offer help as necessary. In a mixed 
class, assign Section II for homework. 
Section III is for both Level A and Level B. You may do Section III together next 
week with Lesson 7. 
 
Page 48: CHECKLIST 
This is a rough checklist. The final draft will not be assigned until Lesson 7. 
 
 
VOCABULARY 

End class by reading over the vocabulary words and definitions for Lesson 6. Note 
that beginning with this lesson, Level B students must supply similar words by using 
a thesaurus. Two or three similar words are sufficient. 
 
Play Elimination (page 90) with the words from Lessons 1–6. Let students have 
their books open to the Lesson 6 words since these are new. 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TOPIC A 
Source 1: “Knights” (in quotation marks because it is the title of an article) 
Notes are from the second paragraph only because that is the paragraph about 
purpose and duty. 
 

1. b/c nobles w/land, protection 
2. 1st, duty, life, land,  
3. 2, battle, for 
4. law, order, kingdom 
5. practice, combat, skills 
6. nec, order, time< govt, 

 
Source 2: The Age of Knights  (underlined because it is the title of a book) 
Notes are from only the first paragraph. 
 

1. 1 of 3 kinds, soldiers 
2. = tanks, horse w/ armor 
3. plow. thru, foot, sold 
4. paid, land, wealthy 
5. elite, class 

 
 
FUSED OUTLINE 

I. knights,  many, duties  

1. nec, b/c, nobles w/ land, protection 

2. 1st duty, life, land,  

3. law, order, kingdom 

4. practice, combat, skills  

5. ready, 2 battle  

6. horse, armor, lk tanks  

7. elite, class, soldiers 

  Clincher: k‐, services, nec, order, time, <govt 

  
Page 76: GRAMMAR HELP (TRICKY PRONOUNS) 
Read over Grammar Rules 5 and 12a with Level B students. From now on, if you 
notice one of them broken as you proofread or grade, note it with the rule number 
(as you are doing for Rules 1a, 1b, and 4). Students can then go to the SRN and 
review the rule to make the correction. 
 
Level B, please bring a source of information about knights to class next week. 

These are Sample Pages for preview only! Copyrighted Material!



Sam
ple

 35 
 
 

MULTIPLE SOURCE RESEARCH: Knights in Shining Armor 
 

LESSON 11 
MINI RESEARCH PAPER, continued 

 

Before you collect the knights paragraph from Lesson 10, have each student read his 
topic sentence and clincher. Comment on whether each reflects the topic of the 
paragraph (duties or purpose of knights). 
 
Pages 77–80 NOTES & FUSED OUTLINES 
Since the fused outlines are on the back of the notes pages, encourage students to 
write the fused outlines on a separate sheet of paper. Also, because students may 
choose different topics, break them into groups according to their chosen topics. 
Groups can take notes and outline together as you walk around to help. Be sure they 
understand that only one paragraph of each source text will have information 
pertaining to their chosen topic.  
 
Level A students should take notes for and outline one additional paragraph for this 
lesson. (They will do the third paragraph with Lesson 12.)  
 
Level B students should take notes for and outline two additional paragraphs. If 
they brought a third source to class, have them use it. 
 
LEVEL B, GRAMMAR (Optional) 
Have students turn to Grammar Rule 6, page 69 in the SRN. This rule deals with 
frequently confused words. Then, review grammar rules learned thus far (Rules 1a 
& b, 4, 5, 6, and 12a) by completing the exercise on the next page together. 
 
*To make this easier, I give the kids “Grammar Rules at a Glance,” pages 37–38 TM. 
You may copy these pages for your students. It lists the grammar rules that my 
students break the most often. The lessons do not cover all of them, but you could 
do so if you have a mature enough class. Once I hand out this sheet, if one of the 
rules is broken, I write its corresponding number near the error, so the student can 
correct it. I have a similar sheet for more advanced rules later. 
 
Answers: 

1. need a comma after queens (Rule 1a) 
2. There should be their (Rule 6) 
3. need a comma: …chain mail, but it could not… (Rule 1b) 
4. Then should be than (Rule 6) 
5. correct as is (Rule 1b) 
6. They should be he (Rule 12a) 
7. It’s should not have an apostrophe (Rule 5) 
8. Use who, not which or that, to refer to people (Rule 7) 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GRAMMAR REVIEW 
Use the grammar rules you have learned thus far to correct any of following 
sentences that have errors. (Not all sentences have an error.) Write the rule number 
from the “Grammar Rules at a Glance” handout. 
 

1. Kings, queens and knights symbolize the Middle Ages. 

2. Knights are remembered for there noble deeds and chivalry. 

3. The first armor was chain mail but it could not stop crossbow arrows. 

4. Plate armor was stronger and heavier then chain mail. 

5. Knights protected the nobles and kept law and order in the kingdom. 

6. A knight had to be brave, loyal, and kind. They also had to protect the church. 

7. A horse wore armor on it’s head, neck, and chest. 

8. A knight that was born into a noble family was blessed. 

      (See Rule 7 on the handout.) 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VOCABULARY QUIZ 2 
uniform         foremost            credible               renowned                stymied  

perturbed             reform             rebuke                 proficient               plummet 

intrepid                bestow                 devout                 apprehend               interminable    

 

 1.     to make better   1. _____________________________________ 

 2.     seemingly endless  2. _____________________________________ 

 3.     of the same form or manner with others  3. _____________________________________ 

 4.     first in time, place, or order   4. _____________________________________ 

 5.     fearless  5. _____________________________________ 

 6.     blocked  6. _____________________________________ 

 7.     to give or grant  7. _____________________________________ 

 8.     to drop straight down  8. _____________________________________ 

 9.     famous  9. _____________________________________ 

10.    to seize  10. ____________________________________ 

11.    annoyed  11. ____________________________________ 

12.    believable  12. ____________________________________ 

13.    skilled or expert  13. ____________________________________ 

14.    to blame or find fault with  14. ____________________________________ 

15.    devoted to religion  15. ____________________________________ 

 

Level A  STOP                   

************************************************************************ 

Level B students, continue by filling in a similar word you found to match each 
of the vocabulary words on the following page. 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